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The A r e t h u s a Fire
The flag in front of the Adminis
tration Building at Cortland State
stood at half staff for one month, fol
lowing an early morning fire at the
Arethus, Sorority House, 45 Church
Street in Cortland on November 21,
1948; eleven girls were hospitalized
immediately, and three lost their
lives.
The Uaze was discovered about
1:30 that Sunday morning, less than
a half hour after final inspection and
closing, by the house mother and the
student proctor of the sorority. Ap
parently the fire started on the first
floor, in a cardboard container located
in the laundry room at the rear of
the house, according to a statement
issued after investigation by the Dis
trict Attorney and the Chief of Police
of Cortland. Firemen fought the blaze
for an hour and a half, and the rear
of the first floor was almost completely
gutted.
Five ambulances answered the call
and transported the eleven girls to
the hospital in Cortland. Police and
local residents, with the fine assistance
of several men students of the college,
who live directly across from the so
rority house, aided the firemen
in
rescuing the girls and getting them
out of the building. Miss Merilyn
Hiller, a senior Phys Ed. of Roches
ter, X. Y., made several trips into the
building to help others, until she her
self collapsed and was taken to the
hospital.
The eleven girls who were hospital
ized were: Joyce Newell, 19, a G.E.
junior from Farmingdale, N. Y.;
Barbara Hodder, 23, of Auburn, a
G.E. senior; Helen T. Ward, 21, a
G.E. senior of Kingston, N. Y.;
Miriam Sheppard, 21, of Yonkers, a
G.E. senior; Marjorie Lind, 19, of
Greenport, a G.E. senior; Marjorie
Triestman, 20, a G.E. senior from
Sag Harbor; Joanne Ashcraft, 20, of
Endicott, a G.E. senior, who suffered
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a broken back; Barbara Ann Kelsey,
20, of Carthage, N. Y., a Phys Ed
senior; Marie Meyer, 21, a G.E. sen
ior, from Derby, N. Y.; and Lillian
Rudnetsky, 19, from Center Moriches,
a G.E. senior.
Barbara Kelsey died at the hospital
on Sunday morning at 10:50, soon
after the fire. She was the only child
of Mr. and Mrs. Fay W. Kelsey of
Carthage. She was a member of the
Women's Glee Club and was active in
intramural sports. Barbara was en
gaged to marry Sam Paradise, a Phys
Ed junior from Oakfield, N. Y., who
was out of town with the C.S.T.C.
football team at the time of the fire;
he learned of Barbara's death upon
his arrival in Cortland on Sunday
afternoon.
Marie Meyer, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles H. Meyer of Derby,
Erie County, X. Y., died at the Cort
land hospital Wednesday, November
22. 1948, of third degree burns of the
face, hands and body. In college she
was a member of A.C.E., the Hilltop
Press staff, the Newman Club and the
Outing Club, and she was house presi
dent of Arethusa. She was also a
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member of the dramatic society and
the basketball team.
Lillian Rudnetsky died at the Cort
land hospital on December 10, nearly
three weeks after the fire, of burns
and a lung condition. A native of
New York City, she was the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rudnetsky of
Center Moriches, who had been in
Cortland with her ever since the fire.
The other eight girls were all re
leased within a few days, from the
hospital; those who were able to do
so returned to their college work, find
ing living quarters at the different
sorority houses or in private homes.
The issue of The Hilltop Press which
came out following the Arethusa fire
contained an editorial entitled "Look
to the Future." We quote it, for your
thoughtful consideration.
"The sudden and tragic occurrence
of the fire at the Arethusa Sorority
house has left us all with a realization
of the destiny which shapes our lives.
Such a situation involves no visible
purpose; for happenings like this,
there can be no earthly reason. Man
has no way of seeing clearly the work
ings of whatever powers may be, he
can only watch and wait—and wonder.
"Three girls died in the fire who,
to human ways of thinking, were too
young for death. They had come a
long way in living and had far to go.
They were in the prime of their
youth; new pathways of happiness
were opening to them; they had al
most reached the fullfilment of four
years of study and were ready to take
their places in a world in which they
were needed. Life was good to them,
and well worth living.
"We can question the Fate which
saw fit to take Barbara Kelsey and
Marie Meyer and Lillian Rudnetsky
so quickly. We can think it is unjust
and unfair. But we have no right to
grieve and wish them back to a life
which can as easily be good as it can
be bad. Which of us can say know
ingly what would have been best?

THE CORTLAND ALUMNI, DECEMBER, 1048

38
None of us is able to tell what the
future might have held for them.
"There is one course open to us.
We must be reconciled to the things
which are beyond our power to con
trol. We must not forget Barb and
Marie and Lillian; in fact, we cannot
forget them. But we must make the
living of our own lives richer and
fuller because those girls have left a
gap in the world which we can fill in
some part. We can carry on for them.
There is much to be done now and
tomorrow and every day, and there
are now three less people to complete
the task. It is up to us, therefore, to
keep their memories sacred, and to
look to the future to accomplish ail
that we can in our lives, for ourselves
as well as for Marie Meyer and Bar
bara Kelsey and Lillian Rudnetsky."

"Dear Editor,
This is an open letter to the stu
dents and faculty of Cortland State
from the members of Arethusa So
rority, Theta Chapter.
We would like to thank all of you
for being so helpful and considerate
during our recent sorrow.
Dr. Smith, Dr. Brown, and Dean
Leach have been wonderful and we
want especially to thank them and to
let them know how very much we
appreciate their efforts.
We would also like to express our
appreciation to the sororities for tak
ing our girls in.
You have all been swell and from
the bottom of our hearts—THANKS!
Arethusa Sorority
Theta Chapter"

Announcement has been made by
the Cortland City Post of the Ameri
can Legion that a portion of the
proceeds of their Winter Carnival,
held January 19 to 22 will be turned
over to the Arethusa Sorority to
ward the purchase of a new sorority
house to replace the house gutted by
the fire of November 21.

Members of the sorority acted as
helpers in staffing the booths at the
carnival and in selling refreshments.

Long Island Alumni
Organize
On Saturday afternoon, November
20, 1948, ninety-two graduates of
Cortland who now live in or near
Long Island met at the Cortland
House Hotel in Bayshore, L. Is., as
alumni interested in the organization
meeting and luncheon to perfect the
forming of a Long Island Alumni
Association.
It was an occasion long to be re
membered by those who were there.
Following the invocation by Rev.
William Doughty '97, an excellent
steak luncheon was enjoyed. Mr.
Stanley Babcock '34 of Islip, acting
as temporary chairman for the gettogether, read several letters of re
gret, sent by those unable to attend,
and all expressed great interest and
enthusiasm concerning the formation
of a Long Island Association. An
amusing slant was added by the fact
that "an important date with the
stork" kept three grads away, but
they all promised to be present next
time!
Next, Mr. Babcock introduced the
"youngsters," the members of the
classes graduated before 1900. There
were six of them. Mr. S. J. Ellsworth
'91 of Lawrence, L. I. reminisced
about Dr. Hoose, president of the
"old Normal" in his time. Miss L.
Elma Thatcher '92 of Port Washing
ton, L. I., told of Dr. Hoose's white
horse which he used to ride of an
evening; if he spotted any young
ladies of the Normal "out of bounds,"
they heard about it in no uncertain
terms, next day.
Miss Luella W. Cummings '94 of
Port Washington told about the old
Cortland policeman every one knew
as "Chinney" in her day, and also
about a prank she and her friends
played on a very "reserved" fellow
classmate. Rev. and Mrs. Doughty
'97 were then introduced; they live in
Roslvn Heights. Dr. Doughty told a
bit about his work in the Mediter
ranean area for many years, and his
talk was an inspiration to all.
The final "youngster" to speak was
Miss May Elizabeth Hill '98, of New
ork City. All speakers mentioned
many of the fine old faculty members,
including Dr. Cheney, Dr. Hoose,

and Mr. Cornish. They disclosed
many unusual and interesting experiences which they remembered about
those earlier days at Cortland; it
seemed that pranks and embarrassing
moments were just as prevalent as
today in our colleges. The laughs
provided by this fine group of en
thusiastic "old grads" won the love
and admiration of all the alumni
present.
Twenty-nine classes were repre
sented at the meeting, and each class
group was asked to A and as its year
was announced by '
hairman.
Mr. Francis J. Mc ch '16, Direc
tor of Training at C
T C., was then
introduced, and gave the main ad
dress of the afternoon. In a very
lively and interesti
ay, he gave
to those present a
ture of the
College today, and
vast store of
opportunities for v
tudents. The
talk brought the gr ;> up to date
with the problems
nd needs of
Cortland State, in Handling and
training its students,
d pointed out
the new opportuniti - for graduate
work and the need
recruit many
students from the
schools for
teacher training, esj
dly in the ele
mentary field. Mr. Y.
ich also spoke
of the Alumni Assoc: don, and the
Alumni magazine, u
:g all alumni
to subscribe, in ordc
keep up with
the news and progre: of Cortland
State Teachers College
The alumni sign in
enthusiasti
cally to their desire
> organize a
Long Island Cortland
lumni Asso
ciation. Mr. Babcoei appointed a
nominating committee, with John
Gardiner '40 of Cold -pring Harbor
as chairman, and in addition, the
following: Jane Enlun i '31 of West
Hempstead; Leita Fiske Kelly '26 of
Bay Shore; Mary E Aldrich 12 of
Riverhead; George S. Keenan '48
of East Rockaway; and Louie W.
Walter '15 of Baldwin. This com
mittee nominated the following for
officers for the coming year:
Stanley J. Babcock
President.

of

Islip

Walter R. Suess '48 of Bellmore-—
Vice-president.
Ruth Betts Foster '29 of South
Hampton—Corr. Secretary.
Eileen McCord '45 of Lynbrook—
Recording Sect.
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LONG ISLAND ALUMNI LUNCHEON, NOV. 20, 1948

John Gardiner '40 of Cold Spring

Harbor—T reasurer.
The entire slate of officers was
elected, and took office immediately.
Following the closing remarks and
introduction of the other new officers
by Mr. Babcoek, the group sang the
Alma Mater, led by Mrs. Ruth B.
Foster, and accompanied by Cyril
Minnie '26 of Southampton.

Another meeting is planned for the
spring, for further organization, and
it is probable that the first Saturday
in December will be the date set for
the main annual meeting of the Long
Island Association. Several projects of
aid to both the college and the alumni
are being planned for the future.
(Editor's Note: Much credit and our
sincere appreciation to Stanley Babcock
for his genuine enthusiasm and un
tiring efforts in behalf of this venture;
without his planning and work it could
never have been the successful occasion

which it turned out to be. May the Long
Island Cortland Alumni Association
flourish enthusiastically, as long as
Cortland State graduates live and work
in the area!)
EILEEN M. WINCHELL,
Exec. Sect.
Those present at the initial meeting
of the Long Island Alumni Associa
tion, at Bay Shore, on November 20,
1948, were the following:
1948
Walter R. Wuess
Edward F. Kienle
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Keenan
1947
Carolyn Kenney

Eileen McCord
Genevieve Vetter Lessard
1943
Virginia Vetter Walters
1942
Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Walsh
Mrs. Judith Colvin Dicker and Mr.
Dicker
Mrs. Reese Walters
1940
Ann Chereb
Mr. and Mrs. John Gardiner
Vera Fisher
1939
Antoinette St. Amand Carr
Sal lie G. Wehn

1946
Dorothy Todd
1945
Mrs. Patricia Burke Keenan
Alice Green
Muriel Graf

1938
B. Eleanor Kenvon Tuthill
Mason Papps and Mrs. Papps
1937
Margaret Augst
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1936
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kozlik
Myrtle Weiler
1934
Stanley Babcock
1933
Marie Crowley
1932
Gwendolin Owen
Mildred Youngs Dickinson
Janis Grabie Bagshaw
Helen B. Tuthill
1931
Jane Nelson Enlund
1930
Charlotte L. Duval
Ann Xoxon Oeckler
1929
Ruth Betts Foster
Kathryn Miller
Evelyn Ann Kuntz
Leola Shorkley Grainger
1928
Mary June Betts Foster
Mary Mellon
Elizabeth McEvoy
1927
Mr. and Mrs. Stacy Rumpeltin (Sara
Laing)
Edith Frederick Wiley
Phebe Underhill Smith
Nora Tolley Spahr
Marion Garrity Kloman
Sarah Lawson Schneider
1926
Marguerite Blanchard Matthias
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kelly (Leita
Fiske)
Cyril Winnie
Alice Underhill Mitchell
Wild a Yarn

Catherine McEvoy Mulholland
1924
Esther Beard Borst
1923
Margaret Reagan Harrower
Ina M. Cole
Marie Pitcher
Frances Legg Payne
1922
Dorothy McEvoy Mulholland
.f
1921
Helen Roberts Pierce
Doris Bennett
1920

Douglas Howland
1918
Edith Muskovin Frings
Margaret McEvoy

1916
Pauline Dare Still
1915
Ruth J. Peck Corwin
Louie Walter
1914
Florence Quick Kinsey
Mildred Masterson Topping
Amy Prince Monsell
1913
Roberta Krancher McMann
Florence Allen
1912
Mary E. Aldrich
Isabel Luce Woodhull
Bessie Young Tuthill
Flora Ballou Setterberg
1910
Florence Ballou Dibble
1909
Anne E. Petty
Mr. and Mrs. Errol B. Ellis (Sarah
Roethig)
1898
May Elizabeth Hill
1897
Dr. William Doughty
Eva Morgan Doughty
1894
Luella Palmer Cummings
1892
L. Elma VanPelt Thatcher
1891
Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Ellsworth

A n n u a l R e u n i o n of
Corlonor-Agonians
On October 16th, 1948. occurred the
annual reunion of the Corlonor-Agonians
who live in New York City or near-by
communities. This get-together of grad
uates of all classes and ages has been held
for more than forty years; old friends re
new their school ties and meet congenially
with the later-comers to the metropolitan
area. This year a delightful luncheon was
held at the Hotel McAlpin.
The following were present: Mary Con
way Shea '95; Helen Leona Baldwin '00;
LaVilla Powers Buckley '02; Helen M.'
Hayes '01; Bess L. Hinds '02; Grace E
Hull '02; Inez C. King '04; Mary L. Pease
0o; May B. Mackey '07 and Alice L.
Rice 10. Miss Hinds was chairman of ar
rangements.
Always we speak of and miss the sev
eral faithful members who have passed
on. Our old school days, the teachers and
associates are pleasantly recalled; and we
marvel at the luxuries and conveniences
that are provided for the students of to
day. May they have great success and
many warm friends as they grow old.

Signed: Helen Leona Baldwin.

HOMECOMING: 1943
The program for the 1948 Homecoming
was a very full one. and the planned
events were carried out in detail, makin
a completely successful and happy Week
end. Alumni began gathering on Friday
afternoon, October 22. and there was a
good crowd at the soccer game between
the C.S.T.C. freshmen and the Syracuse
University frosh.
A pep rally, in preparation for the Cort
land—Ithaca College game on Saturday
was held Friday evening in the auditor
ium; it was followed by th< big bonfire on
the Graham Avenue fi
. The alumni
luncheon was held at th<
Hlege cafeteria
at noon. Saturday wit: about 100 at
tending. Whitney "Pete Corey '41, a
member of the faculty.
the speaker;
he extended greetings, r
inisced a bit,'
and spoke about the
p which all
alumni can give in th-1 • •• • ••-ct of recruit
ment for prospective students at Cort
land State.
The big parade prec
the football
game moved along Mam c. in the city
at 1:30; it was a real Hon . oming parade,
with each sorority and fr. having a float
entered, in competition >r the award.
Winner was the float of
u Sigma Chi,
which depicted a coffin b
ing the corpse
of Ithaca College, surroi. led by mourn
ers attired in the Ithaca College colors
of blue and gold.
Crowning the sports ev< - of the week
end was the football gar:
ived at Ran
dall Field; the Red Drag
idministered
a 19-0 defeat to Ithaca t ollege, which
added immeasurably to
• entire joy of
the students and gradual'
Immediately following *
game, open
house was held at the n:
ormitory for
freshmen women, the W;c! re Residence
Hall at 55 Tompkins Str-et. Many re
turning alums availed the selves of the
chance to visit this lover old mansion,
and inspect its three floe
where some
92 girls are housed. Pur . was served,
and various members of
Alumni As
sociation acted as hoste s s, under the
general supervision of Mrs. A. T. Dunn.
Saturday evening, t'
Homecoming
Ball was held in the colle. gymnasium,
with Spiegle Willcox's orchestra furnish
ing the music, and never has the gym
been so crowded. Under t ,e direction of
Mr. Stell of the Art Department, the dec
orations in the gym depicted arriving
railroad trains, bringing "old' and "new'
alums back for the gala week-end. Dur
ing the evening, the cup, donated by Wil
son Jewelers, was awarded to Nu Sigma
Chi for the best float, and that same soror
ity received the top award for the best
"display" in front of its chapter house.
Nu Sig had arranged an effigy of an
Ithaca College player being "tarred and
feathered." Second award wenttoTheta
Phi; their display depicted a huge Red
Dragon gridman operating a giant lawn
mower cutting down several Ithaca
College players.
The big event of the evening was the
crowning of the Beta Homecoming queen,
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a traditional event of the Homecoming
Ball. This year's winner was Miss Arlene
Knickerbocker of Endicott, a senior, and
the ceremony was conducted by Miss
Jane Muhlbauer '50. the 1947 queen.
It is interesting to note that the victory
of the C.S.T.C. football team over Ithaca
College came as the first in the series be
tween these two rivals, which were begun
in 1931 and renewed this year after a
lapse of 14 years.
Alumni
- re entertained at various
sorority a
raternity functions thruout
the week
\ and Sunday was a day of
church-gc :. and then farewells "until
next Hon
ming" in 1949.

Graduate Scholarships
Available
Four
ate assistantships, four grad
uate sti
scholarships and three grad
uate scl
. hips are available in Health
Educati
Physical Education, or Rec
reation
the academic year 1949-50.
This is o: a to both men and women and
is offerer; .it Pennsylvania State College
School ci 'hysical Education and Athle
tics, Sta? College, Penna.
The graduate assistantships carry a
stipend
$1,000 and the graduate sti
pend sc ;arships $500, each on an appointmr
of two semesters, from Septem
ber thri rh June. Appointments will be
made or pproximately April 1, 1949. A
transcript, of the academic record must
accomp y the application form. Grad
uate assi ants are required to render ser
vice equivalent to one-half that of fulltime ins r actors. Graduate stipend schol
ars are . quired to render one-fourth full
service. Assistants and scholars must be
enrolled ;n the Graduate School as candi
dates for an advanced degree, and are
exempt "rom the incidental fee and the
practic; a fees in the major department.
Scholar - may pursue work toward the ad
vanced degrees of Master of Education,
Maste of Science, Doctor of Education,
and Doctor of Philosophy. Assistants
should be candidates for the degree of
Doctor of Education or Doctor of Philo
sophy degree.
For further information contact Miss
Blanche Bates, Placement Office, Cort
land State Teachers College.

Elmira A l u m n i A s s o c i a t i o n
At a recent meeting of the Elmira Al
umni Association, the following officers
were elected for the present year : Presi
dent, Mrs. Anne Cascio Malone 27; 1st
Vice-President, Mrs. Marion Smith Rusby '26; 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. Mar
ian Greene Canfield '26; Recording Secre
tary, Miss Mary McGinty; Correspond
ing Secretary, Miss Marie Mallory 17;
Treasurer, Miss Hildegarde Prechtl;
Historian, Miss Dorothea Kenfield 39.

Faculty Publications
In the November issue of School
Science and Mathematics, Leonard S.
Davenport, instructor in the science de
partment at C.S.T.C. has an article en
titled "From Mice to Men." In this ar
ticle, Mr. Davenport points out the ways
in which mice can be used in science
courses for the elementary grades; he ex
plains how to make cages suitable for the
classroom, and how to handle the mice.
*

#

*

*

Dr. Harlan G. Metcalf is the author of
an article in the September issue of Re
creation. a magazine of the recreation
movement. In this article, which is en
titled "Problems in Recreation," Dr.
Metcalf lists: lack of a broad concept and
philosophy of recreation; use of recreation
as a means to some end rather than as an
end in itself; emphasis of educational in
stitutions on teaching students to earn a
living rather than as an end in itself; lack
of proper use of facilities in a community
and lack of high quality recreational
leadership. Dr. Metcalf emphasizes that
the general problem is a lack of under
standing or appreciation of the import
ance of recreation.
*

*

*

*

Walter E. Mulholland, instructor in the
education department at Cortland State,
is the author of a book review published
in the October issue of "Social Studies
for Teachers and Administrators." The
book reviewed is "The Role of the
Teacher in Personnel Work" by Ruth
Strang. According to the review, the book
points out the importance of teachers'
roles in guidance, as a classroom teacher,
as a homeroom teacher, as a guide in ex
tracurricular activities and as a co-worker
with the parents as a member of the
community.
*

*

*

*

Gustave B. Timmel, instructor in the
health education department, is the
author of an article in the October issue
of The Nation's Schools. The title of
Mr. Timmel's article is: "Children Have
Cancer Too." The story includes discus
sion on what children can do to safeguard
themselves against cancer, and the func
tions of the school in educating pupils
about the disease. He answers five ques
tions pertaining to the teaching about can
cer: who, where, what, when and how. He
also lists several activities which can be
carried out by pupils in learning about
cancer and its control and prevention.
*

*

*
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ponding keys on the electric keyboard
light up so that the student can strike the
same key on individual pianos.
The book is part of an audioscope series
published by Education Methods, Inc.,
of Wilmington, Del. It is sponsored by
Dr. Raymond Barrows of Columbia Uni
versity, who is one of the advocates of the
new method of teaching.
Mr. Rein explained that everything in
the new method is approached function
ally; the fundamentals of piano are
taught when the occasion arises. The
book includes all types of music, from
spirituals and operatic arias to boogiewoogie.
Mr. Rein came to Cortland from Os
wego State Teachers, and he is substitu
ting for Miss Pauline Meyers who is on
sabbatical leave. He had done graduate
work at the Juilliard School of Music,
Harvard University and Syracuse Uni
versity.
*

*

*

*

Mrs. Marion C. Thompson of the Engish Department has written an article en
titled "Epitaphs" which appears in the
fall issue of the New York State Folklore
Quarterly. In one of her classes last year,
Mrs. Thompson interested her students
in collecting epitaphs from the cemeteries
in this area, and the article lists some of
the ones collected. Many are most amus
ing; some are grim; many are written in
crude poetry, with a distinct individual
ism. One found in Newark Valley reads:
"Stop and Think, before you Go." And.
as another sample, there is this one sup
plied by a wife for her dead husband in
Lakewood, N. J.: "He meant well, tried
a little, and failed much."
*

*

*

*

A second article by Walter E. Mulhol
land is in the November issue of The Soc
ial Studies magazine; it is entitled "Fresh
men, Psychology, and the Community."
The article deals with changes in the ob
servational method of teaching freshmen
the child development courses. Observa
tion periods in the campus schools, the
article says, fail in that observers have
not the time to talk to the individual stu
dents. He concludes this article thus:
"Teachers do not become professional
child guides as the result of textbook
readings or college lectures alone. Read
ing, discussing and hearing about child
development are a part of the teacher's
preparation. The best place and time to
observe children is the time and place
where the child is most free in his ideas,
expressions and actions. Such a time and
place can be found most easily in a com
munity group of the child's own choosing."

*

Melvin Rein of the Music Department
of C S T.C. is one of five authors of Book
I in a series of books on a new method of
teaching class piano. This is known as the
audio-visual system. The instructor plays
a piano which is connected to an electric
keyboard, and as he plays, the corres
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Springfield. Haverford, Siena, St. Law
rence, St. Michaels. St. Bonaventure"
University of Buffalo. Hamilton and
na
Albright.

Officers of the Alumni Association

*

Honorary President

DR. E. LAURENCE PALMER '08

Miss PAULINA DENNIS '27.

President
First Vice-President
Second Vice-President
Third Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

MR. FRANKLYN COOLIDGE '35
MRS. MARY OTTS VERNOOY '31
MRS. MARGRET HARTER SANDERS '43
MRS. HAZEL STILWELL LATIMER '28
MR. GERALD DEXTER

Mr. Paul Weyand '29
Air. Robert Berry '40

ADVISORY BOARD
For three years:
Miss Bessie L. Park '01
Mrs. Judith Pratt Morenus '35

For two years:
Mrs. Helen Johnson Potter '18
Mrs. Marguerite Ivlett Walrad '29
Mr. Francis J. Moench '16

For one year:
Mrs. Olive Edgcomb Dunn '03
Mrs. Elizabeth Butler Folmer '25
Mr. Anthony Tesori '39

Changes in address and news items should be addressed to the Editor, The Cortland
Alumni. State Teachers College. Cortland. N<
York.

CAMPUS NOTES
On October 27, 1948, the Faculty
Wives of C.S.T.C. held a large bridge
party to raise funds for the purchase of
equipment for the freshmen dorms. It
was a most successful affair, and over 80
tables of bridge and other card games
were in play. A large number of door
prizes had been donated by local mer
chants, for both men and women, and
there was also a prize for each table. The
student lounge and several of the class
rooms on the first floor of the college were
used for the many tables set up for the
play, and the committee in charge inclu
ded Mrs. B. A. Sueltz, Mrs. Ross Allen,
Mrs. Ross Bowers, Mrs. Kenyon Stell,
Mrs. Donovan C. Moffett and Mrs. Donnal V. Smith.

The dates for the Eleventh Annual
Convention of the N.Y.S. Association for
Health, Physical Education and Recrea
tion are—January 26,27, 28 and 29,1949.
President of the Association is Miss
MARIE SCHULER '30, of Kenmore, N.Y.
Miss Schuler has recently received con
gratulations upon the fact that she at
tained second place in recent examina
tions for Senior Supervisor of Physical
Education in the State Department of
Education.
*

*

*

*

Cortland State Teachers College was
one of 17 schools to become a member of
the Eastern College Athletic Conference

in JNew York City, according to Dr
Donovan C. Moffett, athletic director.
It was also announced at the sanr
time that the local college has beei
added to the membership of the U. S
Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association.
Dr. Moffett attended the 12th annua
schedule-making convention of th<
conference from December 9 througl
eleventh at the Biltmore Hotel.
The E.C.A.C. is the largest collegt
athletic conference in the United States
The conference has definite rules o
eligibility affecting competition by its
members. These rules include rigid pro
visions regarding amateurism, scholastic
standing, college residence, student trans
fers, years of participation, and noncol legiate competition during and outside
of the regular college terms.
The policies and principles for the
conduct of intercollegiate athletics em
braced by the conference's code entai]
definite limitations on financial aid tc
athletes, and they bar recruiting and
subsidization of players.
Member colleges of the conference are
each accredited by the Association of
American Universities or the regional
accrediting agency having direct jurisHnn?ani0VeI ?e area in Which the institution is located, such as the Middle State*
Association of Colleges and Secondary

OF
Schools.

A;S°g

and

Secondary

t„T,f °th7 SCh°°ls to ^in admission
to the conference are: City College of
r' 11
^ehlgh' Lafayette, Warner
Brooklyn Poly, Upsala, Newark ^gr.

*

*

*

Miss Dorothy Burgess, all-American
drum major and acrobatic baton twirler
for the Cortland State Teachers College
band, recently received notice that she
has been selected to be included in the
first volume of "Who's Who in Baton
Twirling."
According to Don Sartell, editor in
chief of Sartell publications, "each
edition of the new who's who will contain
the histories of 400 of the nation's finer
baton twirlers." The first
volume will
be published in March, I 19.
Miss Burgess is a mem: r of the AllAmerican Junior Drum Corps and Band
Association, a national 'ganization to
further interest in • manial music; a
member of the All-American Drum
Majors' Association, a r nnal organi
zation composed of qualified drum
majors and twirling ma - s; and the
National Baton Twirlers Association.
A sophomore physical education major,
Miss Burgess is from W: rford. where
she was the drum and .virling major
of St. Mary's Drum and Bugle Corps.
Although she specializes in acrobatic
baton twirling, she also doe flag twirling
and is a qualified military : urn major.
She has appeared at man - drum corps
competitions and parades with various
drum corps bands. At bo(h the 1947
National American Legion Convention
Parade in New York Cit> and the 1948
New York State American <begion Con
vention Parade in Sarato;. Springs she
appeared with the Month ello Junior
Drum and Bugle Corps. D
rig the 1947
and 1948 football seasons, .e appeared
with the Cortland State Tea tiers College
marching band.
Miss Burgess is the dan . iter of Mr.
and Mrs. J. Edward Burgas of Waterford. Her father was recer . appointed
New York State vice coma:under of the
All-American Drum Corps and Band
Association.
*

*

*

*

According to an Associated Press
release in December, Jack Brennan '51
of Cortland State is listed as 48th in the
nation's small colleges in forward pass
completions during the 1948 football
season. He had 32 completions in 70
attempts.
*

*

*

*

Dr. D. V. Smith, president of the
college, is one of two Cortland residents
to be included in "World Biography," the
largest international reference book,
which has just recently been published.
The other local person so honored is
Clayton R. Lusk '95, lawyer and former
state senator. "World Biography" lists
sketches of 40,000 living men and women
distinguished in the arts and sciences,
politics, education, literature, commerce,
and industry, as well as military and
naval affairs.
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Plioto by George Novak

THE CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE, DECEMBER 16, 1948
The beautiful Christmas Carol Ser
vice, an annual feature of the week just
sreceding the holiday vacation at Cortand State, was held in the college
Juditorium on December 16, 1948, at
3 p.m., to a capacity audience, with
nany standing in the aisles.
This year the men's glee club, the
women's ensemble and the women's
jlee club, and the campus school glee
dub composed of several children from
the training school, combined to make
the singing of the beloved old songs a
'ong-to-be-remembered evening. In ad
dition, the college band, the orchestra,
and the dance group each took part.
For all soprano solos, Miss Helen W ard
49 was the soloist.

Especially worthy of mention was the
dance interpretation: "What Christmas
Means." It was directed by Miss MaryWashington Ball, and consisted of four
parts: To Children. To Young Folks,
To Those Who Are Weary, and To Us
All. Special mention should be made of
the exceptional interpretations done by
the dance group in the last two numbers;
the college girls taking part received
much praise for their very effective work.
This year for the first time, several
young people from the training school
took part, singing the descants for the
community singing by the entire au
dience, and their young voices rising high
and true above the carols made a very
lovely effect. These boys and girls were

trained and led by Miss Mary English of
the college faculty.
Both the men's glee club, directed by
Mr. Andrew M. Banse, and the women's
glee club and ensemble, under the
direction of Miss Ruth Dowd, were
exceptionally well received this year,
and the entire program of this popular
holiday program was a distinct pleasure
to all who attended.
The finale sung by the combined
glee clubs with the orchestra was the
beautiful "Glory To God" from Handel's
"The Messiah," and at its conclusion
the audience seemed loathe to leave
because of the pleasure of the whole
evening. The entire program was spon
sored by the Music Council of the college.
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CLASS NOTES
1898
In Memoriam: SUSAN WESTFALL JOHN
SON; at her daughter's home in Tulsa.
Oklahoma; in October, 1935, following an
accident on her way to visit her daughter,
1900
In Memoriam: GEORGE M. CHAMPLIN; on November 6, 1948, in the Cort
land County Hospital, following a brief
illness. Following his graduation from
Cortland Normal, he entered Law School
at Cornell and was graduated in 1904. He
then entered into law partnership with A.
J. Buck in Cortland. He served as city
judge in Cortland from 1909 to 1915, and
three years later he was elected county
judge, in which office he served until 1935.
Judge Champlin waschosen delegate to the
Republican National convention in 1920;
he served for several years as secretarytreasurer of the Board of Managers of the
Cortland Normal School, and he was for
merly a member of the Board of Trustees
of the New York State Hospital for In
cipient Tuberculosis at Ray brook, N. Y.
Judge Champlin is survived by his wife,
two daughters, three grandchildren and
his sister, Mrs. ELIZABETH CHAMPLIN
Brown of Moravia.
Interment was in the Cortland Rural
Cemetery.
A. WESLEY ARMITAGE, who recently
retired as district superintendent of the
frst supervisory district in Cortland
County, was honored at a dinner arranged
by a group of teachers and held in the
McGraw Baptist Church, McGraw, N.Y.,
on the evening of October 20, 1948. Mr.'
Armitage was presented with a billfold
containing a sum of money, on behalf of
the teachers in his district.
Mr. Armitage has completed more than
50 years of service in the schools of New
York State. He served as principal of the
Freeville and Cayuga High Schools and
then entered Syracuse University in the
fall of 1905. earning his bachelor's degree
in a half year. For the next 26 years he
was principal of schools at Middleburg,
Waterville, Baldwinsville, Homer and
Chatham. He was elected a district su
perintendent of schools in Cortland
County in 1931.
Mr. and Mrs. Armitage have five child
ren, 11 grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. They are both active in
the work of the Homer Methodist Church,
and have held responsible lay positions in
that church.
1906
In Memoriam: JENNIE A. ROSECRANS;
on October 17, 1948, in the Cortland
County Hospital, following a short illness.
Interment was in the Cortland Rural
Cemetery. She is survived by her brother,
and several cousins.
She had been a teacher for 33 years; a
portion of that time she was with the
Newark, N. J. high school.

1911
From JAMES LANIGAN of Fulton, N. Y.:
"In April of this year the Board of Re
gents named me to the Board of Visitors
of the Oswego State Teachers College,
and I now find that after all these years I
have an allegiance to the institution that
was our 'mortal enemy' in the years when
Crisp, Beaudry, Hookway, Shea and
Dowd could beat any basketball team in
the country except Oswego and the Buf
falo 'Germans.' However, it is a most
pleasant connection and we have great
plans for the growth of the institution."
1922
JANE JONES Leissring's husband is
Supervisor of Industrial Arts in the Scotia
public schools. Jane does substitute work
and is a member of Cortland Alumni As
sociation of Schenectady County.
GENEVIEVE HARMON Glynn teaches in
Auburn; she has three grown children.
ESTHER HALL McGuinness lives in
Johnson City. Her husband has been
pastor of the Frimitive Methodist Church
there for 25 years. Their son is employed
at I.B.M. in Endicott, N. Y.
DOROTHY BURNS teaches fifth grade at
Auburn; in the summer time she teaches
summer school and directs a girl's camp.
1923
HILDRED ROBBINS has been granted a
year's leave of absence from her teaching
in Orange. N. J., and she is studying at
Stanford University, Palo Alto, Califor
nia. She earned both her M.A. and her
B.S. at Columbia University.
1927
Mrs. HELEN RYAN Morgan of East
Aurora High School was elected secre
tary-treasurer of the Western zone of the
New York State Teachers Association, at
the spring meeting.
1930
An open competitive examination for
Senior Education Supervisor (Physical
Education and Recreation) was held by
the State Department of Civil Service in
June 1948. That department has noti
fied the State Education Department that
ALICE BACKUSof Plattsburg State Teach
ers College is first on the eligible list. Alice
has her B.S. in Health and Physical Edu
cation, and her M.A. in Education.«
1935
BILL GALLAGHER has deserted the field
of Physical education; he is now the prin
cipal of School 36 in Buffalo, N. Y.
1936
Mr- and Mrs. Charles Burke
LATHERINE Geise) of Newburgh, N. Y
n March 20, a daughter, Linda Ruth. "
to

1939
Born: to Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A Har
vey (LOIS CHAPMAN) of Van Etten, N. Y~

on October 30, 1948, a son. This is th
third son for the Harveys; the two older
boys are David and James.
1940
Married: DOROTHY MILLER and Mr
Ernest Geitz; the ceremony took place in
September in Syracuse. N. Y. Dorothv a
member of Alpha Delta, has her M. A in
physio-therapy. They are living in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
Married: JANE E. COSTELLO of Scipio
Center, N. Y„ and Cha:
F. Gleason
son of Postmaster and
Irs. Williarn
Gleason (MARIE DOWD
of Cortland
The ceremony was perfor: • d on Novem
ber 13, 1948, in St. Bern, l's Church in
Scipio Center, by Rev. F ' f. Turner.
Attending the bride a'
aid of honor
was RUTH COSTELLO of
. onah, N. Y.
Following her gradua .o . the bride
taught in Southampton. N. Y., and for
the past year she has been with B. Altman & Co., in New York C: y.
Mr. Gleason was grade
from Ham
ilton College in 1939. and
served four
years in the Quartermast- Corps. Since
1940. he has been engaged
the automo
bile business in Cortland.
ey are mak
ing their home at 71 Map A.ve., Cort
land.
GRACE BRYANT, of the
partment of
School Education of the C -sau County
Tuberculosis and Public I .ith Associa
tion, is the editor of the "1 •
ts of View"
department of the new pi
cation, the
New York Slate Journal
'ealth, Phy
sical Education and Recrer.
M. LYON DeLoNG, for
in the Air Force, has re
called to active duty, wi
assignment.

ly a major
y been re
n overseas

1943
Born: to Mr. and Mrs. . V. Miller
(MARION CUMMINGS) in
tober, 1948,
a daughter, Diana Lee.
1945
BEATRICE EMERICH (Mrs. Robert W.
Stephens) is living in Io'
City, Iowa.
She has a young son, Ma k Elliott Ste
phens, born August 27, 19 i at Univer
sity Hospital, Iowa City.
MURIEL GRAF and EILEEN MCCORD
received their Master's degree from Co
lumbia University in June. Muriel's ma
jor was in health and phys ed; Eileen's
was English, and she has recently been
appointed a co-editor of Time-Out, Long
Island official publication.
MARY ARSLANIAN (Mrs. Raffi Dabanoff) is now living in Rochester, N. Y.; her
address is 165 Pinegrove Ave.
Born: to Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Craig
(LILLIAN STAFFORD) of R.D.I, Homer,
N. Y„ on October 16, 1948, a son, George
Nicholas.
1946
From PEG FERREE: "This year I'm
teaching in the Auburn city system. Had
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a wonderful offer in a Florida private
school, but due to illness in the family,
couldn't take it this year. At present I'm
attending Syracuse University, enrolled
in the School of Education, connected
with clinical psychology."

Married: October 2, 1948, DOROTHY
WAIT of End well, N. Y., and James Ro
ger Clarey. also of Endwell. The cere
mony was performed in St. Ambrose's
church at 11 o'clock by Rev. A. L. Hop
kins. pastor. Dorothy, a member of Sig
ma Sigma -c ma, is teaching at C. Fred
Johnson S >ol in Johnson City. Mr.
Clarey, a
Kate of UEHS, is a veteran
of three ar.
half years in the Navy, dur
ing which
he served in both the At
lantic and • - ific theaters. He is employed
at IBM.
LUCIL
A N D N (Mrs. James Camp
bell) is 1: .m in a id teaching first grade
at Bangc- Maine. She is the mother of
two sets o.
ins.
Born:
BARA EL
Ann.

Ir. and Mrs. Fowler (BAR
IGE), a daughter, Nancy

DON M
working
part time

SEWS is at Springfield, Mass.,
rd his M. A. and teaching

JANE
N.Y.U. S
mer; she i
program.

VIIDT did graduate work at
mer Camp, this past sum
quite carried away with the

DOROT
courses a
tion to :
Fay Wei
to join a .

WOLFE is taking a couple of
yracuse University, in addi
work as Secretary with Mr.
of Tanager Lodge; she plans
U. Ski School this winter.

ART I WE was appointed Program
Chairma
"the Western zone; he is su
pervisor
Physical Education at Ham
burg. N. "Y.
From WEEN RODA, now with TWA
as an air o hostess: "I love my new job;
it's ven
xciting and interesting, and
each fligi is wonderful. My flights take
me from Kansas City to New York, Wash
ington, Chicago, Albuquerque and Phoe
nix, Arizona with many places in be
tween. At each of these places we have
from 8 to 28 hours free time, and you can
guess the fascinating places there are to
go to and the things to see. Have located
the alumni Chapter of Tri-Sigma here in
Kansas City, and plan to contact them
soon. My address is: Apt. 611. Biarritz,
121 Ward Parkway, Kansas City, Mo."
Married: MARGARET E. BRAND of
Syracuse, N. Y. and Mr. John Jacob
Myers of Rochester, N. Y., on October 16,
1948 in the First Ward Presbyterian
Church, Syracuse. The ceremony was
performed by Rev. Paul Ridabaugh.
Following a reception at the home of
the bride's parents, immediately following
the ceremony, the young couple left on a
wedding trip to Washington, D. C. They
are now- at home at 138 Parkdale Ter
race. Rochester, N Y.
Mrs. Myers has taught in Rochester,
since her graduation; Mr. Myers is a

graduate of the School of Engineering
University of Pennsylvania.
From CHARLOTTE SMITH Sheldon (un
der date of November 6, 1948); "Wendy
T. and I arrived in Frankfurt-on-Main,
Germany, over a week ago for a twoyears' visit. Chuck works at the Rhein
Alain Air Base where all the planes fly in
and out of Berlin carrying flour, coal, etc.
Both of us were seasick on the ship; it
was the U. S. Army transport General
Taylor; it took nine days to get to Bremerhaven, Germany, from New York. It
is a very damp climate here; more so than
Binghamton. Frankfort is bombed up a
lot, but the situation as to food and cloth
ing is gradually improving.
"Our car hasn't come yet, but we hope
to travel a lot when it gets here. Switzer
land, France, Belgium and the Nether
lands are all close enough for visits. I'd
like to go to Luxembourg, first.
"Would love to be there for Home
coming, but would rather be here with
my husband, needless to say. The schools
are held here for German children by the
half day. Government dependents go all
day and the school here is very good.
High School students go in the city of
Frankfurt."
From RUTH HALLAS Esrich: "Am very
busy in Cheswick. Penna.. keeping house
in our 'DuPage' Trailer, and loving it!
Plus—teaching Junior High Phys Ed.,
Health and 8th grade history, in Springdale. Penna.
"Bill and I were married June 27; had
a wonderful honeymoon in Jacksonville,
Florida. Bill's a junior at Duquesne Uni
versity in Pittsburgh, and so we are five
or six hundred miles from Cortland and
necessarily had to miss Homecoming. Bet
you had fun; heard we won the football
game, too!"
1947
GLORIA GIOCONDA (Mrs. William
Whistler) is living in Washington, D. C.,
where her husband is working with the
Navy department.
Marriages
John Becker and Barbara Krayka;—
November, 1947.
Peg Prager and Don Banhalzl;—Feb
ruary 14, 1948.
Hank Sweetman and Margaret Thom
son;—June 14, 1947.
Arnold Rist and Roberta Drake;—
summer, 1947.
Harry Bantham and Mary Basile;—
June 16, 1948.
Births
The Dewey DeLaires; a son. Paul.
Joan Hyde Bennett and Hal; a son,
Harry Douglas, Jr.; on April 26, 1948.
Margaret Lockhart Rose and Pete; a
girl. Nancy Gay; March 20, 1948.
The Bob Wagoners; a girl, Penelope
Ann; July 7, 1948.
The Dean Yazaks; a son, Daniel Lee;
December 15, 1947.
Theresa Van Snavely and "Red"; a

45
son. Christian Miller, Jr.; March 27,
1948.
GERALD HASE, of the faculty of LeRoy
High School, LeRoy, N. Y. is a co-author
(with Dr. Carl A. Troester of Syracuse
University) of an article on "Crate Bas
ketball" printed in the November, 1948,
issue of The Journal of Health and
Physical Education. You'll find
it on
page 620. Jerry has his M. S. in Health
and P. E. after a term and two summers
at Syracuse University. He is Director
of P.E. in the LeRoy schools, head coach
of basketball, head track coach, and end
coach for the football team. While at
Syracuse he worked with Dr. Troester,
Sec.-Treas. of A.A.H.P.E.R., on the new
basketball lead-up game, "hit-crate bas
ketball."
Three of the '47 girls now have their
own cars; NYLA WALLACE has a two-door
1940 Chevvie sedan; HELEN PALOTTA
has a '40 Chev convertible and CLAIRE
MILLER has a '40 Ford coupe.
DEWEY DELAIRE completed work for
his M.S. at Columbia University. He is
now teaching at Shrub Oak, N. Y.
ED PURCELL reports that he is going in
to the insurance business. Last year he
taught at Delaware Valley Central School,
Callicoon, N. Y.
JOHNNY BALL has landed in Florida as
athletic director in a private school in
Montverde, Lake County, Florida.
"STACEY" SMITH Tomaseli has been
letting the grass grow in the post office,
because suddenly we learn that she be
came engaged in April and was married
in September. She is living in Middleville,
N. Y.
PAULINE KOHL is again at Attica and
during the past summer she worked on
the recreation program there, teaching
elementary children the art of swimming.
(Pauline is one of those faithful corres
pondents, bless 'em!)
ED SCHADWILL is at St. Lawrence,
working on his master's this year, after
completing a year of teaching at Stony
Point, N. Y. He writes that one of his
high school girls admitted that it took her
many years before she learned why so
many men in the world had thesame name,
i.e.—"coach!"
MURIEL SLOATMAN is teaching at Bed
ford, N. Y.; kindergarten in the morning,
and third grade in the afternoon. "No
time to get bored!"
1948
Engaged: RHEA HENRIES and CHARLES
BOLAND. Rhea is teaching at Geneva,
N. Y., and Charles is at Troy.
DON MCALPINE is now taking grad
uate work at the University of Arizona,
with a major in education. His address
is 1016 East 5th St., Tucson, Arizona.
RUTH DALTON is teaching phys ed at
the Bishop Hogan High School, Kansas
City, Mo. Her address is 6420 The Pascov
Kansas City 5, Missouri.
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FIRST NATIONAL SERVICE
Speaks for Itself

The best way for you to learn what
First National Bank service can mean in
your life is to try it. One demonstration
is worth more than one thousand words.
It is a fact that most of our new First
National customers come to us upon the
recommendation

of

old

First

National

customers.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK of CORTLAND
CORTLAND, N. Y.

Comer Main and Central
"A good comer to bank on"

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION
AND FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

1 HL CORTLAND ALUMNI, DECEMBER, 1948

47

Member of National Association of Teachers' Agencies

1949
Three Quarters of a Century of Service to New York State College people. May we be of even more
value to you in the future than we have been in the past.

Write now for registration forms.

We notify you only when we actually have the vacancy and recommend only as many candidates
a I he Superintendent or Principal desires.

BARDEEN-UNION TEACHERS' AGENCY
205-206 Herald Building
332 South Warren Street
Syracuse 2, New York
Established 1874

Traveling Representative

OFFICES

AIR

-CONDITIONED FOR YOUR COMFORT!
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